asthma, depression, epilepsy, hypertension, infection, pain) but this is very brief. Appendix 2 is a well-pruned minimum formulary of 200 drugs. This contrasts markedly with the earlier tables showing how many anti-inflammatory drugs, benzodiazepines and beta-adrenoceptor antagonists are now available. Some guidance on how to be selective is given but more would be welcomed. Similarly it would be helpful to show the reader how to make a discriminating choice between rival drugs (for example: bumetanide versus frusemide; ranitidine versus cimetidine). Perhaps the next edition will devote more space to the principles of drug selection and use. This would further enhance the usefulness of an already attractive book. This latest contribution on the current status and new developments with specific antineoplastic drugs is devoted to Etoposide (VP-16), an important semisynthetic derivative of podophyllotoxin isolated from Podophyllum species. The present book consists of a compilation of papers contributed at a symposium on this interesting agent, sponsored by the New York University Medical Center Postgraduate Medical School and held in September 1983. Separate chapters on the chemistry, preclinical testing, mode of action studies, pharmacology, and clinical experience in small-cell lung cancer, non-small-cell lung cancer, testicular cancer, malignant teratoma, refractory germinal neoplasm, metastatic breast cancer, Hodgkin's and non-Hodgkin's lymphomas as well as Kaposi's sarcoma, are discussed in a logical, detailed yet comprehensive manner and say much for the expertise of both editors and authors. The final chapter by P J O'Dwyer and R E Wittes on the current status and future direction of work with this agent is particularly good and summarizes clearly and concisely the present status of the drug both from experimental and clinical standpoints. They conclude that activity in testicular, small-cell lung cancers, lymphoma, leukaemia and Kaposi's sarcoma has been positively observed. It is natural, therefore, that due to both ethical and practical reasons, many combination therapy regimens which include Etoposide are also described in this book. It is clear that its incorporation into some protocols is of some clinical interest, more complete regressions being seen in its presence, especially in testicular cancer and the leukaemias.
Altogether this book is a first class compilation of papers which demonstrates well the value of careful Editing. However, the lack of a good keyword index is an irritating and, I feel, unnecessary feature of this otherwise excellent series. BRIAN These three volumes are a wonderfully conceived congerie of topics, broadening appreciation and understanding of cartilage by taking one across boundaries in the biological domain. One comes again to realize how demands, both from within and without, keep one narrowly engaged, and is grateful that such a large store of knowledge has been made so readily accessible. There are 33 essays. The topics common in discussions of articular cartilage, at least in orthopaedic circles, are covered; they, and reactive and neoplastic cartilage, seem to constitute one's sphere. It is startling to have this narrow world put in the context of cartilage in its broadest terms: vertebrate and invertebrate, with pointers to similarities in plants. Discussion also ranges through embryonic and reactive tissue differentiation and the controls thereof. But, as indicated by the titles of the volumes (vide supra), there is much more than this.
The delight is that one can move so readily from topic to topic, either at one's own prompting, or at the instigation of cross-referencing. It makes exciting reading, even if arduous. But the introductory and summarizing sections to most chapters, and judicious dipping, can, in a few hours, give an extended view of contemporary knowledge of cartilage. The bibliography in every chapter is extensive. The index in each volume helps one through a thousand pages of text. Nevertheless, even if there is only one 'fact' to a page, the burden is substantial. What is lacking is an integrated conceptualization of cartilage: Popper's 'bold hypothesis'.
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